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Hand Saw Safety 

TOOLBOX TALK 
 

Handsaws have been around for thousands of years. Hand saws don’t have any motorized parts but do have sharp edges. 

Handsaws have caused some serious injuries. 

The proper use and maintenance of handsaws can prevent many accidents. You must pay attention to what you are doing. 

What happened? 
 
The worker was cutting a penetration in Insulated 
panel. The metal skin had been cut and removed and he 
was using a handsaw to cut out the “Foam” interior. 
 
While cutting with a hand saw, pushing away from the 
body the handle of the saw broke.  
 
The handle became disconnected from the blade and 
the pushing force and momentum continued forward, 
causing the blade to make contact with pushing hand.  
Laceration to the right index finger occurred at this 
time. 
 
It is possible that the saw hit the steel skin and jammed 
to trigger the chain reaction. 
 
How could this incident have been avoided? 
 

 

Safety Tips 
• Ensure the saw is fit for purpose 

o Ensure the blade is designed for the material 
to be cut. 

• Inspect Hand Saw before Every Use 
o Never use a damaged or broken tool 
o Before you use a hand saw, inspect it 

thoroughly for any signs of damage. If the 
handle is loose, or the blade is bent or broken, 
or if there are missing blade teeth, you must 
not use the hand saw. 

• Always wear Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 
o Wear eye protection/ safety glasses  
o Wear gloves 

• Use a Tool of the Right Size 
o Avoid using hand saws that are too big or too 

small for the project. 

• Never Test Sharpness with Hands 
o Never test the sharpness of a hand saw with 

your hand or any other part of your body. 

• Ensure that the Material to be cut is secured. 
o Use a vise or a clamp for this purpose if the 

object is really heavy or large. You can use 
your free hand to hold smaller objects, 
provided you wear thick gloves to protect your 
hand from the motion of the hand saw. You 
can also ask an assistant to hold objects in 
place. 

• Check for fasteners, fixings, or knots 
o An obstruction can cause the blade to jamb or 

buckle 

• Stand firmly in a braced position before exerting 
force 

o Good stance and posture will reduce the 
likelihood of Muscle strain -musculoskeletal 
disorders 

• Start slowly with light pressure 
o Use light long, even strokes to start cutting the 

material 

• Keep the saw clean 
o Keep the saw clean at all times to ensure its 

correct function 
 

https://www.jseasy.com.au/toolbox-meetings
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